several patiols of the enemy objectives,
mapping their relative positions in

s the sun rose over the readiness for the offensive at first light.
_ horizon on the morning, of The village had been divided into
Tuesday February 8th 2011 various sectors, each sector defined by
the first sounds of crunching tracks a colour, while the houses had been
were heard, announcing the impending ~ given numbers to facilitate optimal
attack. Bravo Company of the 42nd communication during the attack. It
Mechanized Infantry Battalion had soon became clear that the OPFOR

spent the night on the outskirts of the

forces were stationed in Orange 11, but
village and during the night had made

every house would need to be cleared
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and through roads such as “Grote
Draaisteeg”, “Blaak” and “Haringvliet”
established.

The attack started towards Orange
sector 11. Soon there is the first
casualty, causing the attack to falter
while the soldier is recovered and
treated before going any further. These
actions heralded the final battle
scenario for Exercise Urban Bulldog in
which 42 BLJ company would be
tested in the close quarters combat.

THE EXERCISE
Exercise “Urban Bulldog” was played
out at the Marnehuizen Urban Training
Centre between January 31st and
February 9th earlier this year. The
exercise was classified as a Level 4
exercise, which means that the training
was a Company training exercise for
the entire ‘A’ Company, 42nd
Mechanized Infantry Battalion. The
Battalion itself played only a
facilitating and guiding role and was
the third (and last) exercise in the
Close Quarters Battle (Optreden
Verstedelijkt Gebied - OVG) series.

The first exercise in the series took
place at their own facilities at the
General-Major De Ruyter van
Stevenick barracks at Oirschot, where
they practiced the OVG-1 level. At this
level each man was trained in how to
perform during Urban Operations. The
second exercise in the series, OVG-2,
took place at the

Harskamp Infantery range in the
village known as ‘East village’. This
village featured 34 objectives, and
while smaller than Mamehuizen, had
more specified opportunities for group
training. Here the training goals
included how to enter an objective and
secure that objective.

The final exercise, OVG-3, played
out at the Marnehuizen Urban Training

August

Top leff: a soldier crosses
open ground under cover of a
YPR-765 PRI A1 (Infanfry)
from 2nd Platoon, Bravo
Company.

Leff: a YPR-765 PRI Al
(Infaniry) from 2nd Platoon,
Bravo Company. Because the
YPR’s cannot aim their 25mm
cannon when driving they
musf be wary of anfi-tank
weapons.

Top right: Fennek YWWRN
(forward observer) takes a
close look at the battle from
the woods on the outskirts of
the village.

Left: under cover provided by
a Leopard 2A6 from 1st
Platoon, Bravo Company,
11th Tank Baffalion a soldier
crosses from one objective 1o
another during the exercise.

Above right: YPR-765
PRGWT medical evacuation
vehicle heading info the
village over one of the fwo
bridges that are in the village.
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